
 
 

Ray Kerrison 

 

Ray Kerrison wrote for the horse player, vowing to protect the $2.00 bettor. 

For decades thoroughbred writers were simply publicists for the tracks they covered, not 

investigative journalists.  No one kept an eye on its players.  Racing officials, trainers, jockeys and 

more were never questioned if something was “off.”  Everyone inside was protected. 

Ray Kerrison single-handedly changed that, and this caused an immediate uproar. 

His fellow turf writers detested him.  Racing officials were wary, and jockeys and trainers 

wanted no part of him.  As daunting as each day would be, it never deterred him.   
 

“Ray came from Australia as a news and political writer and was, to my memory, the first 

turf writer to hold racing executives to account.  He held [it] to a higher standard, which 

often drew the ire of his press-box colleagues.  He certainly changed the way I looked at the 

machinations of racing executives and the state racing board that governed it.  His hard-

hitting coverage didn’t make many friends among contemporary press box competitors.  I 

learned a lot about what it meant to be a journalist from Ray; to be honest in thought, 

unafraid to do your job wherever the chips would fall. 

John Pricci  
Executive Editor, Horse Racing Insider 

Newsday’s first Thoroughbred racing handicapper 
 

You know I’ve been thinking about this … was he the best racing writer, ever? 

What set Ray apart, was [he was] a true, tireless reporter.  He just had ice water in his veins.  

He protected the $2 bettors, and he would go after people that were up to no good [at] this 

sport and he was not afraid of anything.  People got mad at him, and he would take on 

anybody.  I mean he was absolutely The Giant in the field of racing writers. 

Bill Finley 
Co-Host Down the Stretch Podcast 

Long time journalist covering Thoroughbred Racing 
 

“The word that comes to my mind when I think about Ray is fearless.  Because he took on 

anybody who would be a problem for the [horseplayer].  He went up against the stewards 

at every major track, at every major race.  He sided with the bettors.  He was absolutely 

terrific.  He got involved in stories that other people do not get involved in today because 

they are afraid of losing advertising or being unpopular.  He was the quintessential New 

York columnist.   

Dave Johnson 
Co-Host Down the Stretch Podcast 
Race Announcer and Sportscaster 

 



 
 

“Ray Kerrison was just a wonderful human being.  He was a terrific journalist, columnist, 

[and] a tenacious reporter who went after stories full tilt.  But he was so gracious in the 

way he did his business.  I used to refer to him as the Fred Astaire of Thoroughbred Racing 

because he was the best.  He was the classiest guy who ever worked that beat.  No one 

was better as a journalist.” 

Greg Gallo 
Former Sports Editor who began working with Kerrison in 1973 

 
 

Kerrison had come onto the daily racing beat in 1977 and got the scoop of the decade. 

He heard quietly that the nation’s most famous veterinarian, Dr. Mark Gerard, had 

perpetrated a major fraud.  He imported a pair of horses from Uruguay, switching their identities 

and pulled off a betting coup at the nation’s biggest racetrack – Belmont Park. 

He got the story first, and day after day following lead after lead, putting him a furlong 

ahead of the competition.  The Post sent him to Uruguay and three NYC Detectives joined him.  

While there, he also learned the Vet’s wife was a major player. 

A dozen plus columns later, the vet and his wife’s criminal activities were exposed to the 

world.  The result was that Gerard - who was Secretariat ‘s vet - was prosecuted, jailed, and barred 

from the track for life.  This was known as “The Belmont Sting.” 

Kerrison’s efforts earned him The Page One Award1, the Silurian Award2 and a nomination 

for a Pulitzer Prize. 

Not long after, he played a key role in exposing the biggest race fixing scandal New York had 

ever seen.  Some of the nation’s top riders were at the center of allegations in fixing 14 races at 

NYRA tracks.  When all was said and done, the outcomes were staggering.  People went to jail.  

Jockeys were banned for life or received severe suspensions.  Some continued to ride under a veil 

of suspicion.  There had never been a racing story of this magnitude ever investigated before.  

There have been none since. 

From 1977-1984 he would take a yearly trip to France to cover the Arc de Triomphe.  While 

there he launched a campaign against the Aga Khan, the wealthy French based owner.  It was 

believed he swindled a couple of Americans in a horse deal with an understanding the French 

Jockey Club were complicit in the fraud. 

These are just samples of his investigative reporting. 

Kerrison began his work as a journalist in 1951 at a small weekly called The Murray 

Pioneer.  In 1956, by way of London, he touched American soil for the first time.  In 1957 he went 

to the Kentucky Derby for the first time.  He saw three future Hall of Fame horses run 2nd, 3rd and 

4th and The Shoe standing up at the 16th pole.  He spent most of his early career covering news 

across America as a correspondent for Australian newspapers.  He was a full-time racing 

journalist from 1977-1984 and moved to the front of the paper in 1985.  From 1977 until his 



 
 

retirement in 2012 he covered 32 Derby’s well as most other Triple Crown and Breeders’ Cup 

Championship events.   

Ray Kerrison was a man of unshakable principle who was relentless in keeping the sport 

clean.  It did not matter who you were.  The state of New York.  The state of New Jersey.  The 

State Racing and Wagering Board.  Trainers.  Jockeys.  Racing officials.  Stewards.  If they were 

involved in something that defrauded, short changed or deceived the $2 bettor, and he found out 

about it, his investigations began.  His work, albeit at times controversial, was always honest and 

his readers knew that about him.  They trusted him. 

All this, and so much more, he did with great humility and equanimity.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOOTNOTES: 

1. The Page One Award (“The Belmont Sting”) is presented by the newspaper guild for 

excellence in journalism. 

2. The Silurian Award is given by veteran journalists to the outstanding journalist of the year. 

 

__________________________________ 

In the following pages you will find the commentary of his peers in their entirety.  After 
which I included quite a fair sampling of articles which contain those of The Belmont Sting, the 
NYRA race fixing scandal and more.  Then, to sum up, a personal note. 

__________________________________ 



 
 

 

Commentary By Kerrison’s Peers 
 
When my father passed away in 2022, he did so at 92 years of age.  Unfortunately, many of his 

contemporaries during his ‘77 to ‘84 tenure on the beat have preceded him in death.   Below are 

comments/quotes made of him after his passing.  Accolades by those that knew his writing, his 

dedication to exceptional journalism practices, and the man himself.   

After that, a transcript of a conversation between columnist Bill Finley and former race 

announcer Dave Johnson on their podcast Down the Stretch on SiriusXM (minor gaps/stammers 

edited to improve flow of conversation when reading). 

 

Bob McManus, The Post’s retired editorial page editor 

“Ray was smart, kind, dryly witty and as committed to his craft as any journalist I’ve ever 

known.  He was a man of unshakable principle, which was obvious in his writing, but also 

a fellow who respected his readers’ intelligence.  His goal was to persuade, not to lecture, 

and while his work could be controversial, it always was honest.  And he was a friend.” 

Greg Gallo, a former Post sports editor, who began working with Kerrison in 1973. 

“All I can tell you is Ray Kerrison was just a wonderful human being.  He was a terrific 

journalist, columnist, a tenacious reporter who went after stories full tilt.  But he was so 

gracious in the way he did his business. 

“I used to refer to him as the Fred Astaire of thoroughbred racing because he was the 

best.  He was the classiest guy who ever worked that beat.  No one was better as a 

journalist.  

Col Allan, the Australian who became editor-in-chief of the New York Post 

“Ray was “one of a group of remarkable Australian journalists including Steve Dunleavy, 

Neal Travis, Peter Brennan, Ian Rae and John Canning who descended on New York City in 

the 1970s and left an indelible mark on the newspaper industry with their skill and flair. 

Unlike his mates, Ray lived a less boisterous life but was deeply respected for his principle, 

integrity and warmth.” 

Eric Fettmann, who edited his news columns beginning in 1994 

“One of the nicest people you could find, unusual for the newspaper business.  He was 

persuasive without being strident or dogmatic.  And he was a joy to edit — not that his 

column needed much editing.  He was a simple yet elegant writer.” 

 

 



 
 

John Pricci, who, at Newsday, was a turf-writing contemporary of Kerrison's in New York (now is 

executive editor of the Horse Race Insider website). 

"Ray came from Australia as a news and political writer and was to my memory the first 

turf writer to hold racing executives to account. 

"He was a champion of the sport and its fans.  He held turf writing to a higher standard, 

which often drew the ire of his press-box colleagues. He certainly changed the way I 

looked at the machinations of racing executives and the state racing board that governed 

it. 

“When he believed a career was worth saving, he wrote about it.  When he saw jockeys 

crossing a line in a race, he wrote that, too.  His hard-hitting coverage didn’t make many 

friends among contemporary press box competitors. 

“Ray Kerrison was honest to a fault, witty, and with a dry sense of humor.  Mild mannered, 

his voice seldom was raised higher than a conversational level.  When he disagreed, it 

never was disagreeably.  A big fan of pedigree, he loved picking and betting against 

favorites. 

“I learned a lot about what it meant to be a journalist from Ray; to be honest in thought, 

unafraid to do your job wherever the chips would fall. “ 

Peter Brennan, correspondent for Sydney’s Daily Mirror before venturing into US television current 

affairs, says as a boss,  

“Ray was gentle and powerful.  A guy who set the standard for honesty and quiet courage 

without raising his voice. If he challenged you, there was something amiss with you.  He 

didn’t know how to tell a lie.  He was a quiet, self-effacing hero – a real-life man for all 

seasons.” 

 

Transcript of Bill Finley and Dave Johnson 

Down the Stretch Podcast - 12/24/2022 
 

Bill Finley: If you are fairly new to the game or you weren’t following it in the seventies and 

eighties, you may not know a lot about Ray Kerrison because he stopped covering racing full time 

in 1985, 1986.   

He was … you know I’ve been thinking about this … was he the best racing writer, ever?  

It depends on what you’re looking for in a person that covers horse racing.  He wrote for the New 

York Post and what set Ray apart, [he] was a true, tireless reporter.  He just had ice water in his 

veins.  He protected the $2 bettors, and he would go after people that were up to no good in this 

sport and he was not afraid of anything.  People got mad at him, and he would take on anybody. 



 
 

As I talked to his son Patrick this week after he passed away, he said 

“He cared so much about the bettors.  It was what inspired him to do cover the sport the 

way he did.  He also said he ruffled a lot of feathers because when he came in that all the 

people that covered racing were like publicity agents for the game and he was an 

investigative reporter.” 

I mean he was absolutely The Giant in the field of racing writers. 

Dave Johnson:   We need more people like him.  The word that comes to my mind when I think 

about Ray is fearless.  Because he took on anybody who would be a problem for the $2 bettor.  

The trainers, the Stews … he went against the stewards all the time at all tracks, at every major 

track, at every major race.  He went against the trainers when he saw something [was] wrong.  

He sided with the bettors against the jockeys if something went wrong. 

He was absolutely terrific.   

He was an investigative journalist and here’s what he did.  He got involved in stories that other 

people do not get involved in today because they are afraid of losing advertising or being 

unpopular. 

Bill Finley: Things have changed quite a bit because the mainstream media does not cover horse 

racing anymore and it’s left to the trade publications and they’re a little bit handcuffed because, 

like my publication the [Thoroughbred] Daily News, the revenue comes from the racing industry 

and you can only go so far in p***ing people off, to be honest with you.  We try to do a good job 

and walk that fine line, but it is difficult, and Ray broke one of the biggest stories in NY racing of 

that era in 1977. 

The story of Lebon and Cinzano.  If you’re not familiar with that, a stable brought over two horses 

from Uruguay.  Cinzano, who was a champion and Lebon who couldn’t outrun you and me.  He 

switched their identities.  They ran Cinzano under the name of Lebon, he won … 

Dave Johnson:   I called the race. 

Bill Finley: Did you really? 

Dave Johnson:   Yes, I did. 

Bill Finley: He went off at 57-1 and they cast a massive bet.  Ray uncovered this scandal.  He got, 

everybody got nailed for it. The people that were involved in it, and he was nominated for a 

Pulitzer Prize for it.  Imagine, if there had been no Ray Kerrison?  They might have gotten away 

with it. 

Dave Johnson: Yeah.  Bill, he would get involved in so many things, how did he get involved in 

your career? 

Bill Finley: Well, it’s interesting.  In [1980 … ] the end of 1985 early 1986, the New York Post 

decided to move Ray off the racing beat and to make him a general columnist.  And, at that point, 

that left us John Piesen to cover racing for the New York Post.  Now [it is] unbelievable that 



 
 

nobody covers racing anymore, [but] the New York Post did not want only one person, they 

needed two people to cover horse racing.  That’s how big it was back then.  And, with Kerrison 

leaving, they had an opening, and they brought me in and that was my first big break.  I went to 

work for the New York Post. 

Now, they sat me down and the said to me “you’re not going to be Ray Kerrison.  Don’t even 

think for a minute.  We have a much different role for you, and we want you to be a general 

reporter, just cover the races, write the stories.  You’re not going to be this columnist or anything 

like that.  “But I got the job because Ray and the Post decided to move him off of racing.  That 

began a career, that all these years later, I’m still doing it and I myself have had a pretty 

productive career. 

Dave Johnson:  I was in Santa Anita calling the races out there and Ray was Australian and Rupert 

Murdoch brought him over, and Bill, he wrote a column for the National Star, which was kind of 

like … 

Bill Finley: Like a National Enquirer. 

Dave Johnson:  Yeah like a National Enquirer type of, I guess it was a weekly magazine.  In any 

event I got hold of it in the press box and he wrote a brilliant column about horse racing.  And so, 

I dropped him a note and he answered it and that had to have been in the late seventies.  But 

then he moved, Rupert Murdoch moved him to the Post.  He was the quintessential New York 

columnist.  And he was terrific columnist for them when he covered the big stories too.  The 

assassinations and the elections and everything. 

But I loved the way he would, he would get involved in some of the inside scoops.  He got 

involved in a Johnny Parisella and Jeremey Rose fight one time.  Those of us who love the game 

love to read about that stuff. 

Bill Finley: People love that stuff. 

Dave Johnson: And he criticized the stewards at the Breeders’ Cup.  Oh my God.  He took them 

on, and trainers and jockeys.  He even heated up the controversy with John Servis interviewing 

Nick Zito before the race, and saying, [about] you know, Smarty Jones, and he thought he could 

beat Smarty Jones. But in any event, it’s a sad day for us.  He passed away at the age of 92, he 

had a great life, and he will be missed and I wish we had more like him. 

 

# # # 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Collection of Articles 

by Ray Kerrison 

1971 - 2012 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: I have more than two thousand of his articles handed down since his pass-

ing  It is my hope the ones I offer here are a fair representation of his work, and 

contributions, as a horse racing journalist. 
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Note: These next 13 articles do not encompass all Kerrison wrote on the 

subject.  However, these are all the pieces in our possession.. 





























 

 

 

 

 

Race Fixing 

Scandal at 

NYRA 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note:  Below are a portion of the articles we hold.  The remainder of 

articles on this topic are available if interested/requested. 
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Varying Articles 

Through the Years 
 

 

 

 

 

 





























 

 

October 23, 2024 

 

To the Joe Hirsch Media Roll of Honor Selection Committee, 

 

 If I did not include a personal note after putting in the work to present this to you, I would forever regret 

not doing so.  Therefore, if you would be kind enough to let a son indulge, you have my gratitude. 

I admit I am biased toward the work and character of a man whom I have admired, and respected, all 

the days of my life.  I would imagine you would expect nothing less from a son. 

Throughout my own 10+ years working in racing, there were times our paths would cross professionally.  

Through the years we spent countless hours at the kitchen table, in his den, car rides, the track itself, talking 

about the game, its players and all the same people we worked with.  Those were some of my favorite times I 

ever had with him. 

As a child and as a grown man in racing, I was asked repeatedly “are you Ray Kerrison’s son?” 

When I said yes, I invariably would hear one compliment after another.  Fearless.  Smart.  Fair.  Honest.  

Unapologetic.  Respectful.  A beautiful writer.  But sometimes they weren’t fans, and usually it was because they 

didn’t like some of those very same things. 

A former editor of his said “he was a man of unshakable principle who respected the intelligence of his 

readers.  His work could be controversial, but it was always honest.” 

I love that. 

Today, when I think back to all those who asked, and all those who shared their thoughts, I realized that 

maybe it’s not just a son’s bias, after all. 

Maybe, just maybe, he really is one of the greatest journalists to ever cover the sport. 

“Are you Ray Kerrison’s son?” 

I am. 

What an honor it has been. 

 

 


